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all the things that she likes and her husband does not, though she effects a reconciliation with pfltf de canard (FAmtens I wonder if they ate duck-pies at Amiens in the spring of 1918 ?
The purpose of this postscript-account, and of the reference to La Course^ should not be very obscure It is clear that, at first and from the first, M Rod's vocation was to be a prophet of discouragement and disappointment You may be this and be quite a major prophet, but if you are not a major prophet your minority will become somewhat painfully apparent, and it will often, if not always, go near to failure I think this was rather the case with M Rod
It is with reluctance that I find myself unable to give more than praise for admirable French, and " form " Catuiie in the strict sense, to the work in prose fiction Mendes Of M Catulle Mendes, sometime Gautier's son-in-law1 and always, I think, his disciple His early verse-work in the Parnasse Contemporatn fifty years ago, was attractive and promising, though perhaps open to the exception which some took to the Pamasse generally, and which may be echoed here, not with that general concernment, but as to his own novel and tale-work His late critical survey of modern French poetry was a really difficult thing admirably done But his fiction leaves me cold, as Parnassian poetry did others, but not me A friend of mine, whom I should have thought quite unshockable, either by principles or practice, once professed himself to me aghast at MfyktstopMla But M Mendes's improprieties neither shock nor excite nor amuse me, because they have a certain air of being " machined " If anybody wishes to sample them at their very best, the half-score loosely and largely printed pages of Tourterelle " in the volume entitled Lesbta will be no severe experiment He may
1 Hli wife Tor a time, Madame Judith Qautler, wJw died vary recently, wrote in a fiihlon not unworthy of her blood both in vene and praie (part of her production
being tnnilatloni from Chinese), and wai the only lady member of the quaint Camn-iddmle formed by E, de Goncourt
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